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February 12, 2019 

 

Matthew Hardin 
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matthewhardin@gmail.com 

 

Dear Mr. Hardin: 

 

 This is in response to your correspondence, received on February 11, 2019, in which 

you requested the following: 

 

I. all opinions, analyses and/or or determinations concluding that a) your Office 

has the legal authority to hire or otherwise bring into the Office, under any 

title whether Special Assistant Attorney General, Special Counsel, or 

otherwise, an NYU Fellow; b) a Special Assistant Attorney General/Counsel, 

or anything else offered or provided by NYU, does or does not constitute an 

impermissible gift under applicable law, code or regulation; and/or that c) a 

Special Assistant Attorney General/Counsel, or anything else provided by 

NYU, does or does not comply with or violate applicable ethics, professional 

conduct or anti-corruption law, code or regulation; also, 

 

II. all correspondence i) sent to, from, or copying (whether as cc: or bee:) a) Eric 

J. Wilson, b) Ashley Viste, c) Gillian Drummond , d) Charlotte Gibson, e) Tina 

Virgil and/or f) Nate Zolik that ii) includes, anywhere, ‘NYU’, be it in an email 

address (e.g., @nyu.edu), Subject field, body of an email or any attachments. 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) construes your correspondence as a 

public records request pursuant to the Wisconsin Public Records Law, Wis. Stat. §§ 19.31 

to 19.39. We have initiated a review of our files in order to respond to your request. Please 

note, processing your request will require a search of DOJ’s email archive. The volume of 

emails required to be searched and the staff time and resources necessary for location and 

review will likely result in a longer response time than for a simpler request. If you wish 

to narrow or clarify your request to help reduce this response time, you are invited to do 

so.  
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Wisconsin Statutes mandate that we provide you with a response “as soon as 

practicable and without delay.” Wis. Stat. § 19.35(4)(a). DOJ is committed to providing a 

thorough and timely response to your request.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul M. Ferguson 

Assistant Attorney General 

      Office of Open Government 
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